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+ PUBLIC ENEMY -

a film by Satyajit Ray
from the play by Henrik Ibsen
distributed by Jagat Singh Dugar

T he story takes place in a small town in West Bengal
called Chandipur which regularly draws a large
number of visitors for its healthy climate and for the
recently built temple of Tripureshwar which is considered
to be particularly holy
Dr Ashoke Gupta, a physician wholly dedicated to his
profession, discovers that cases of jaundice, typhoid and
other waterbome diseases have suddenly made their
e in Chandi He also di: that the
cases are occuring mostly in the area where the temple
stands. He sends a sample of the water for analysis. The
report reveals that the water is full of bacteria
Dr Gupta, who is an agnostic, immediately approaches
his younger brother Nishith, who is the chairman of the
Municipality, and suggests that the leakage should be
immediately located and repaired, and the temple closed
down until it is safe for the people to drink the holy water
again
He is strongly opposed not only by his brother, who is a
believer, but also by Mr Bhargava, a rich businessman
who built the temple and who is Nishith's friend and
+ business partner.
A distraught Dr Gupta tums to the only newspaper in
%own, a supposedly progressive daily. to print an article

T {octor now arranges a meeting where he hopes tc
nform the public verbally about the crisis. The meeting is
wrecked by the machinations of Nishith and other vested
interests. The doctor is branded as a heretic and a public
enemy.

In deep despair, Dr Gupta decides to leave Chandipur,
his birthplace and a town he loves. Finally, however, his
faith is revived when he discovers that a whole group of
young educated people of the town are all on his side
and ready to fight for his cause and bring the bureaucrats
to their senses.




