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PARASH PATHAR ( The Philosophers’ Stone )

Returning home from work one evening, Paresh
Dutta, a middleaged bank clerk, picks up a stone
which turns out to have alchemic properties.

After a long battle with his conscience, Paresh
decides to use the stone to provide himself with the
comforts that had so far been denied. him,

A lapse of four years finds Paresh a respected
and respectable public figure performing such func-
tions as befit such men., We learn that he has not
revealed his source of wealth to anybody, not even
his secretary Priyatosh Henry Biswas, an amiable
young man given to long amorous telephone conver-
sations with his sweetheart Hindola Mazumdar.

Attending a cocktail party at rich businessman
Kachalu's place, Paresh has his first taste of liquor, and
in no time finds himself demonstrating the powers of his
precious stone to the guests., He is taken to be a
professional magician by all except Kachalu, who tries
to extract his ‘Formula’ out of him, is foozled, and ends
up by informing the police.

Sensing danger, Paresh bequeaths the stone and
his properties to his secretary and flees in his car.
But the police catch up with him,

As Paresh is held on a charge of smuggling
gold, and the city is rocked by the front page news of
Paresh's activity, Priyatosh has a serious misunderstan-

ding with Hindola and swallows the stone—sorely

needed by Paresh to disprove the charge—in an

attempt to commit suicide.

It would seem as if only a miracle could exonerate
Paresh and clear the air for a happy ending.

Indeed, it is a miracle which does it.
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