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JALSAGHAR

Zeminder Biswambhar Roy belonged to a lineage
of feudel system hoary with tradition. His predeces-
sors for the first three generations accumulated
wealth. The fourth generation ruled to consolidate
the prosperity. But the fifth and sixth generations
lived a life of pleasure and left behind a huge
liability. All that was left disappeared in an ocean
of debt during the period of Biswambhar.

Proud of his heritage Biswambhar was not one
to yield to circumstances.. With due pomp and glory
he celebrated the sacred thread ceremony of his
only son Bireswar by pledging some family jewels
and ornaments. The palace of the Roy’s resounded with
music and songs and a brilliant display of fire works.

A few days after the celebrations, Mahamaya,
wife of Biswambhar, left for her father's place with
her son. She entreated Biswambhar to be more
careful with his expenses and not to squander away
unnecessarily. The rich money lender and business-
man, Janardan Ganguli's son Mahim Ganguli has built
a house of modern design. During the absence of
Mahamaya he came to invite Biswambhar to his house
warming ceremony. Biswambhar could not put up
with the showings off, of an upstart. He curtly refused
on the plea that on the same day he had the
celebration of ‘Homage day’ (a day when the subjects
called on the Zeminder with offerings to pay him
respects) at his palace.

Mahim left in disgrace. Inspite of his promise
to Mahamaya Biswambhar pledged the remaining
jewels and ornaments of the family through his Naib
Taraprassanna. He ordered a grand celgbrgtion to
mark the occasion and sent words for bringing pack
Mahamaya and his son. On the day of the celebrations




a big storm came up. Inthe evening in Biswambhar's
JALSAGHAR while Ustad Ujir Khan was singing Kheyal
of the melody Main-ki-Malhar the news came that the
pleasure boat bringing back Mahamaya and Bireswar
have been caught in a maelstorm and it had not been
possible to rescue them. Such a targic news stunned
Biswambhar.

Four years passed away. Biswambhal lost his
all, excepting a piece of land which he enjoyed as
a sebait, in a verdict from the Privy Council. Of his
retinue he was only left with his Naib Taraprassanna
and Khansama Ananta. Biswambhar seitled on a life
of bland existence shunning all pleasures. By an irony
of fate Mahim Canguli is now the Zeminder of the
place. He has built a JALSAGHAR in his palace and
he comes to invite Biswambhar to grace the occasion
by his presence. His words were tinged with a touch
of irony. This time also Biswambhar refused the
invitation on grounds of indisposition. Once a
connoisseur of music, Biswambhar felt restless as the
music of Kathak dance of Krishnabai dancing in
Mahim’'s house reached him. Lost in jealous hatred
Biswambhar decided to throw a Jalsa of a dance of
Krishnabai in his JALSAGHAR which remained closed
from the date of his wife and only son died.

JALSA is arranged by spending the last farthing
of the state, Mahim is one of the guests in the JALSA.
To prove that the glory of his family is still not lost
Biswambhar offers the last mohurs as present to the
BAIJl or the dancing girl.

But this JALSA proves to be the proverbial last
straw. In a frenzy of satisfaction to have been able
to insult Mahim he drank to excess. Inspite of his
Khansama Ananta's entreaties he orders his horse
'TUFFAN’ to be brought out with equipage and in his
drunken condition he rides away in a gallop on his
favourite horse, Tuffan,
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