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his comrades like a primitive God .

condemned.

Peace at teir inslance was mate and the factory started to function again. But something

A people’s court was in session to Judge Sagina Ssinister happened behind the scene. Aniruddha, responsible for organising the workers in
Mahato - a man who drank like a fish, smiled ke g‘thar area, decided fo fake all the wind out of Sagina's sail and hence, despite remongfra-
an angel, fought his enemies like & demon and loved {nce from Mr. Dutta, managed fo gef him employed as the labour welfare officer.

B
£

¢ Events starled fo flow faster. Sagina was faken to Calcutta fo add-

It was he who stood on the docks a5 the person Hress huge rally of workers.  As time passed on, Sagina under forces of circum-

! stances and machinations by Aniruddha, became isolated even from his closest com-

Some three decades ago, when this country of ours had been smarting undenesfndes. He became willy-nilly an enemy of the people.  Only Lalita, fo whome ife

the yoke of British Imperialism, a violent drama wag afoot in one corner of Bengal.  Most
peaple there used to work in a factory under British ownership. These poor, poor peaple
drudged like mill-horses from dawn to dusk. They lived like pigs without any expectation
end drowned all their miseries in drunken chalices in the sad evenings ;
their sad days; thus they lived their gloomy existence.

One day suddenly a ray of hope came athwart this gloom. Gagina Mahato
led all the worker to strike over the issue of an innogent labour's dismisal.

The management had 1o give in and Saging almost unknowingly emerged
as the leader.

thus went on

Amal, @ young dreamer whose heart knew no malice and whose vision
was always projected fowards a happy horizon, came in their midst o
inspire.them to fight tyranny and establish equality. - Before long, the
battle between the exploiter and the exploited started in right earnest.

- Smith, the foreman of the factory who had always treated workers as dirt,
tried fo molest a young girl Lachmi and was seriously beaten up by Badal who was in love
with Lachmi and by other workers led by Sagina. The management gor Badal arrested
by police and .Sagina organised a second strike.

As the situation reached the point of no- IR
retorn  Mr. Dutfa, Aniruddha and Bishakha from {)f' g
the Calcutta headquarters of the organisation to
which Amal belonged entered the scene as mediators,

! spelt Sagina, continued fo cling fo him.

" The whole situation took a new furn when the organisation splif over
idiological issues and Aniruddha was expelled from the organisation. Amal, Bishakha
! and a few others followed Aniruddha. Aninuddhars first step in his mad lust for power
was fo approach Sagina to blow up the factory.  This Sagina refused m. do and ‘was
consequently faken a prisoner by Aniruddha's men. A mockery of a tril, presided
over by Aniruddha wes orgarised fo condemn Sagina.

As the trial proceeded, facts started fo float up on the SL{PfGICB.
Peaple came fo realise slowly how 8aging had been more sinned a.gainsl rharT sinning.
Aniruddha's obsessive greed for personal power assumed menacing proporTlons. The
course of events took such a turn that even Bishakha left this sham ofa.mal. Amal
now sfepped out fo protest. This young dreamer wﬁose lsole reason of existence was
aquality and human charity, now siood in confrontation with @ power-
hungry dictator whom he had once implicitly frusted. A fiasco
engued in which Amal got murdered.

The humane vissionary died, but his cause
was taken up by others. Aniruddha's scream
of hatred and anger was drowned in the fury
of the resurgent people. And with Sagina
in the vanguard careying Amal's body, the
real battle, the battle for human
values began . . . . . o . . .
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