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Government of West Bengal Presents:

Tarashankar's

BACEDROP

'Ganadevata' - a word of Sanskrit origin which has no equiva-
lent in English vocabulary, Taken figuratively it stands for
'The People', It is a story of a civilisation, a culture and
a commune mirroring the genesis, growth, development and deca-
dence of the soclo-economic structure n} the community life in
India.

'Ghanﬂinandap{- the community centre, rather the 'Temple Pavi-
l1ion' in the village which was ‘the nerve centre of the community
life obeisance to and sanctity of which was above everything to
the people, Representatives of the different caste and creed
that made the society then were the component parts of the co-
mpunity wheel which regulated 1ife and living in the commune,

STORY

Aniruddha, the placksmith and girish, the carpenter«defy the
age-old custom of serving the villagers on barter and are lured
away by the aura of liquid cush to a nearby town where they
ghift their shops. The villagers are helpless in the matter
and the village council meeting at the 'Temple Pavilion' de-
nounce their action vehemently. But they stage a walk-out thus
triggering off a chain reasction amongst others snow-balling the
demand for cash payments,

In the bargain, Aniruddha has his paddy crops stealthily des-.
troyed by Chhiru, the evil-hearted head of the village council,
Chhiru, a roamer of the dark alleys of life, nurses a strong
lust for Padma, Aniruddha's wife, though his affair with Durga,
a girl of easy virtues from the untouchable community in the
village is an open secret,

Debu, the much respected village teacher and a boy-hood friend

~of Aniruddha has to condemn Ani for his selfighness as Debu

himself has more bindings with the village council due to his

loyalty to traditional values and he does not hesitate to object
to Padma's offering prayers in the 'Temple Pavilion' along with
other village women on the day of 'Navanna' (Harvest festival).

Distrust and disharmony slowly reaches the crescendo in 1926
as the entire rural Bengal reels under the severe impact of land

demarcation and survey settlement introduced by the British Rulers.
Many poor vill-gers are mercilessly deprived of their lands and an

arrogant officer adds insult to injury. As Debu protests, he is
promptly arrested snd gsent to the jail for eighteen months,

Meanwhile the village changes. Chhiru prospers to become the
'‘Gomestha' (rent collector) of the local Zemindar. Aniruddha
falles for Durga and ignores his family. Jatin, a young revolu-
tionary, brought as a political detenue to the village, brings
with him a new awakening among tha villagers, who form their own
organisation 'Praja Samity'

On his return, Debu notices all these changea, but the one that
ghocks him most is the conversion of the 'Temple Pgvilion' into
a device with which Chhiru satisfies his vested interests. The
public platform has turned to be a weapon of the evil,

Debu decides to stand by the people in their fight for the
humane rights. -

Direction Misic
TARUN MAZUMDAR #EMANTA MUKHERJEE

*A DINESH CHITRAM Release'






